plicated situation rapidly and easily, and in a short time gained a sure
judgment of his own, and in accordance therewith he acted usefully
and without hesitation, He overcame the difficulty involved by his
double accreditation (here in Mexico and ^the U.S.A.) with tact,
and he leaves behind him on both sides the impression of an upright
gentleman and an intelligent soldier. He showed special industry
in organizing the German colony for purposes of self-defence, and
out of this shy and factious material, unwilling to undertake any
military activity, he obtained what there was to be got. His open,
chivalrous, manner has won him many a friend in German circles;
I myself am indebted to him by reason of these qualities.
Herr von Papen leaves on 30 July for Washington. I should be
guilty of an omission if I did not mention him with commendation
to your Excellency on this occasion. I would, however, go further,
and humbly mention to your Excellency that I consider that u The
Services of Captain von Papen during his appointment here warrant
his recommendation to the favour of his Majesty the Emperor and
King".
Captain von Papen already possesses, among Prussian decorations,
the Royal Order of the Crown (4th class),
I humbly submit to your Excellency the request that you would
be so good as to lay before his Majesty the proposal that he should
bestow upon him the 4th class of the Order of the Red Eagle.
VON HINTZE.
To His Excellency,
The Imperial Chancellor,
Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg.
J. No. 3117.
In about four months, Franz von Papen had not only
altered a German diplomat's opinion on a very sore point,
but had so impressed him with his merit that we find him
strongly recommending him direct to the Chancellor for
a high Prussian decoration. Since that time he has per-
suaded peasants, priests and presidents to his way of
thinking, not to mention a painter who has now taken
the place of his late Imperial Master. Out of small acorns
great oaks* grow.
The day before von Papen left Mexico, he remembered
his function as Military Attach^ and replied to the request
from his War Office for information on certain railway
explosions in Mexico.
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